1. (Amended) A method for ensuring the operation of signaling channels in a V5 
interface between a local exchange and an access node, the interface comprising: 

reconfiguring V5 interface data in an interface composition having at least two 
signaling channels; and 

ensuring active operation of protected signaling channels when starting a V5 
interface, wherein the protected signaling channels are [stated] started on at least one of 
signaling channels defined in a new interface composition, and on signaling channels to 
which the protected signaling channels were transferred in a protection switch-over. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-5 are pending in this application. By this Amendment, a minor 
typographical error which had been erroneously introduced into claim 1 in the 
Preliminary Amendment of August 2 1 , 2003, is corrected. 

Timely examination on the merits is respectfully requested. 
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1. (Amended) A method for ensuring the operation of signaling channels in a V5 
interface between a local exchange and an access node, the interface comprising: 

reconfiguring V5 interface data in an interface composition having at least two 
signaling channels; and 

ensuring active operation of protected signaling channels when starting a V5 
interface, wherein the protected signaling channels are [stated] started on at least one of 
signaling channels defined in a new interface composition, and on signaling channels to 
which the protected signaling channels were transferred in a protection switch-over. 



